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The #NoCopAcademy campaign is an effort supported by
community organizations across Chicago, that want to see
$95 million invested in our communities rather than police
training grounds. From the statement of opposition:
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Chicago already spends $1.5 billion on police every year—that’s $4
million every single day. We spend 300% on the CPD as a city than we
do on the Departments of Public Health, family and support services,
transportation, and planning and development (which handles
affordable housing). This plan is being praised as a development
opportunity to help local residents around the proposed
site, but when Rahm closed 50 schools in 2013, six
were in the neighborhood of Garfield Park, where
they plan to construct. The message is clear:
Rahm supports schools and resources for cops,
not for Black and Brown kids.
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We demand a redirecting of this $95 million
into Chicago’s most marginalized communities
instead. Real community safety comes from
fully-funded schools and mental health
centers, robust after-school and job- training
programs, and social and economic justice.
We want investment in our communities,
not expanded resources for police.
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Use the hashtag #NoCopAcademy to chime in on the conversation and
stay up to date on upcoming actions to plug into!
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Part of an organization interested in joining the campaign?
E-mail us at nocopacademy@gmail.com
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Mayor Rahm Emanuel is trying to build a training compound for Police and
Fire in West Garfield Park that will cost the city $95 million dollars.
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I hadn’t heard about this yet, why isn’t it being talked about more?
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Rahm has been trying to sneak the plan through quickly and quietly, so
people won’t oppose it. They announced the idea over 4th of July weekend,
when people were busy barbecuing with their families.
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This is a bad investment. The City already spends $4 million per day on the
police, and investing more money in policing will mean more violence for
Black communities and communities of color in Chicago. We need fully-funded public schools, accessible mental health clinics, living wages, and after
school and job training programs if we want to build strong communities.
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But don’t cops need better training?
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"Better" training has never been proven to solve police violence. What’s more,
the problem is about accountability, not training. Until there is real
community oversight of police, as proposed by CPAC, police continue to kill,
harass, profile, beat, and frisk Black people with impunity.
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That’s a joke! The city says this will bring 100 new jobs to the area, but that’s
nothing for $95 million dollars. There’s nothing about the plan the guarantees
those jobs will go to local residents, and the idea that the training center’s
existence will bring retail to this industrial, non-residential area is absurd.
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We demand schools for kids, not cops. We have brought together grassroots
organizations from across the city to launch the No Cop Academy campaign.
We plan to fight back together- through the media, train takeovers, canvassing, civil disobedience, and by building a front of popular opposition- to stop
this compound. Now that Rahm was able to get City Council to purchase the
land, we need to build power all across the city to say #NoCopAcademy
when the project comes back to City Hall this Spring.
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There are so many ways to help. Check out our ideas for how to get involved by
visiting our website: nocopacademy.com
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