Top Tips for Meeting with your alderman
about #NoCopAcademy!
5 Tips for
how to get a meeting with your Alderman
1. Have someone who lives in the ward call or e-mail the alderperson’s office and attempt to set
up a meeting. Do not share what the meeting is about, just say that you are a concerned
constituent (or calling on behalf of a group of constituents) who wants to set up a meeting about
some concerns you have.
2. Be persistent if you haven’t heard back from the alderperson’s office.
Keep trying to set up the meeting.
3. If you are still having trouble setting up a meeting, find out if your
alderperson has a ward night, and go there to try to set up a meeting.
4. Identify other point people in the office who may be helpful in helping to set
up a meeting.
5. Have multiple constituents reach out to try to set up a meeting.

5 Tips for
how to RUN a meeting with your Alderman (and not let them talk over you)
1. Make an agenda, and define roles for everyone attending beforehand.
2. Designate someone to act as the “chair” of the who
can make sure the alderperson doesn’t interrupt, and can
guide the meeting between speakers.
3. If time permits, do a practice run of what everyone will
say before the meeting.
4. Tell the alderperson at the beginning of the meeting
that all constituents will voice their concerns first, and
then they can comment.
5. Make a specific ask of the alderperson (for instance, will you vote “no” on the next NCA vote?)

5 Tips for
how to Approach An Alderman in City Hall
1. Remember that alderpeople are paid to listen to your
concerns! It can be scary to approach your
alderperson, but they are the ones that should be
scared!
2. If you’re there for an action or a vote, bring a buddy
with you to talk to the alderperson, if possible.
3. Memorize two or three talking points that you can
reference when talking to them.
4. Remember: You don’t have to be perfect! Even if you
get nervous and feel flustered, engaging with
alderpeople is important.
5. Make a specific ask of the alderperson (for instance, will you vote “no” on the next NCA vote?)

5 Tips for
how to Approach An Alderman in the street or on the train
1. Remember that alderpeople are paid to listen to your concerns! It can be scary to approach your
alderperson, but they are the ones that should be scared!
2. Identify yourself as a constituent of their ward, maybe
share a personal story.
3. Memorize two or three talking points that you can
reference when talking to them.
4. Be confident in what you are asking / talking about.
5. Record your interaction, and share it on social media, if
possible.

GOODLUCK! You’ve GOT THIS!

